
The UK should remain in the EU.

sup Membership of the EU is economically 
beneficial to the UK. 

sup A vote to leave the EU would 
damage the UK economy.

sup

Brexit would create a climate of uncertainty.

Uncertainty is bad for any economy.

"One of our greatest concerns is that the uncertainty 
shock a Brexit would cause for the whole of Europe, 
not just for the UK." [Société Générale, 52 The 
Guardian] 

The Bank of England is planning to inject billions 
of pounds into the UK economy to counter the 
impact of Brexit. [35 The Independent]

sup Brexit would negatively impact foreign direct 
investment in the UK.

£66 million per day is. Invested in the UK from EU 
countries. [49 Stronger In Europe]

"If you are outside [the EU] trying to decide where to 
do investment, where do you go: to the one that's 
big, or the one that's just left?" 
[Catherine Mann, OECD, 52 The Guardian]

"Although not the only factor, being a 'gateway' to 
the EU is critical to the UK's attractiveness as a place 
to invest." [20 CBI]

"It must be understood that London’s ability to 
compete with its international rivals as a global hub 
for tech firms will depend on whether we can 
continue to attract the best talent, ideas, and 
investment to our shores. I strongly believe that a 
British exit from the EU would hinder these efforts 
and result in slower growth, less investment, and 
fewer jobs." [Rajesh Agrwal, 52 VentureBeat]

sup

The EU has cemented London's position as the 
world's leading financial centre. [20 CBI]

Brexit would undermine London's position. sup

Paris and Frankfurt would take advantage of the 
threat to London's position. [34 BBC News]

The City could be particularly hard hit because 
financial services were not covered by World Trade 
Organisation agreements.  [OECD, 52 The Guardian]

sup Brexit would increase costs of farming exports by 
£330 million. [50 David Cameron]

opp The Eurozone creates more risk for the UK, if it stays 
in the EU. [30 Boris Johnson] but In or out of the EU, the UK will be affected by the 

problems of the Eurozone.  [30 Mervyn King]

opp The impact of Brexit would be short-term.

Leaving the EU would cause "an initial period of 
dislocation and uncertainty", but that would be 
"followed by very rapid improvement". [55 Boris 
Johnson]

but Not everyone agrees that the impact of 
Brexit will be short-term. [55 The Guardian]

"Let's just remember what a shock really means. It 
means pressure on the pound sterling. It means jobs 
being lofty. It means mortgage rates might rise. It 
means businesses closing. It means hardworking 
people losing their livelihoods." [55 David Cameron]

"… there could be a hit to exports averaging 2.5% a 
year for 10 years." [52 Société Générale]

Catherine Mann, OECD Chief Economist, said she 
was unconvinced by the arguments of Boris Johnson 
that the impact of Brexit would be short-term. [52 
The Guardian]

sup

The net benefit to the UK of EU membership 
is estimated at 4-5% of GDP

This is between £62 bn and £78 bn

"This suggests that each UK citizen has benefitted 
from EU membership to the tune of £1225 every 
year for the past 40 years. 
[20 CBI]

sup Since joining the EU in 1973, the 
UK economy has strengthened.

sup
The UK economy had been weakening 
in the years prior to joining the EU. 
[1 FT]

In 1973, the UK was the poorest major 
European nation.

UK average income was falling behind major 
European economies by £185 pa.

The UK was suffering from regular power cuts.

From 1958-73, the economy had grown £3000 pa 
slower than the major European economies. 

The UK Government was sponsoring campaigns to 
persuade people to buy British goods. 

sup Trade has increased since 
the UK joined the EU.

Britain's trade with the EU is 55% greater 
than it would have been if outside - John 
Springfield, Centre for European Reform 
[13 The Economist]

"Undoubtedly, UK-EU trade would have grown even 
if the UK had not been a member. However, a 
number of studies have shown that Britain's trade 
with other members of the Single Market was higher 
than it would have been if the UK had not been a 
member—up to 50% higher for some states. [20 CBI]

sup

Stiffer competition has improved the 
competitiveness of UK businesses.

71% of CBI member businesses reported that the 
UK's membership of the EU has had a positive 
overall impact on their business. [20 CBI]

71% of SMMT members say that EU membership has 
had a positive impact on their business. [26 SMMT]

Increased competition has benefitted 
consumers and businesses that use 
manufactured goods as an input.

Markups have reduced by 32%. [20 CBI]

sup
The UK has enjoyed increased 
foreign investment from 
membership of the EU.

1 FT

Foreign direct investment in the UK has doubled 
since 1992. [20 CBI]

"Although not the only factor, being a 'gateway' to 
the EU is critical to the UK's attractiveness as a place 
to invest". [20 CBI] 

sup England, Wales and Scotland are now richer than 
Germany, France and Italy. [1 FT]

Sup EU citizens are able to work and pay taxes in the UK. 
[1 FT]

"Memberships of the EU's single market remains 
fundamental to our economic future." [20 CBI]

opp

Freedom of movement of labour is 
restricted to EU member countries.

This policy disadvantages  workers 
from outside the EU.

opp UK membership restricts our ability to 
control immigration from within the EU.

sup

Unrestricted immigration places 
a burden on social services.

13 Priti Patel

opp
More Britons are receiving benefits and allowances 
in the wealthier EU countries than their nationals are 
claiming in the UK. [12 The Guardian]

Unrestricted immigration places 
a strain on housing resources.

Brexit would allow the UK to 
stop immigration from the EU.

opp

Stopping immigration would prevent 
full access to the EU single market.

Free movement of labour is a requirement for 
full access to the single market.

opp
The free movement of labour allows specialist firms 
to deploy staff where needed across the EU with the 
minimum of fuss.

opp
Immigrants add to the productive potential and level 
of demand in an economy, thus, raising long-term 
GDP.

63% of CBI members stated that the free movement 
of labour within the EU has been beneficial to their 
businesses. [20 CBI]

An NIESR study found that immigration from the EU 
accession states over 2004 to 2009 added 0.54% to 
the UK's long-term GDP. [20 CBI]

but The UK must ensure the British workforce is trained 
to take advantage of the free movement of labour.

sup

Leaving the EU would enable 
improved border controls.

Improved border controls would 
reduce the threat of terrorism. opp

It is not clear how checks on EU citizens 
entering the UK would impact terrorism.

Passports for EU citizens entering 
the UK are checked at present.

but The EU policy towards immigration needs major 
revision. [43 Kenan Malik]

but

Potential immigrants from outside the UK are now a 
bigger problem than EU immigration.

It makes no sense to blame non-EU immigration on 
Britain's EU membership.

opp The UK will find new global 
relevance outside the EU.

"We will rediscover the skills of blue-water diplomacy 
and rise to the challenge of global markets." 

[3 Lord Owen]

but

The basic problem for Anglosphere advocates is that 
none of the candidates for membership of this new 
club are likely to have the slightest interest – 
geostrategic, economic or political – in joining it. [6 
Gareth Evans]

The US and China will contest global supremacy. sup Other allies are more important to the US than 
Britain outside the EU.

"True, many of us living in the so-called Anglosphere 
remain nostalgic about Britain. I, for one, yield only 
to the travel writer Bill Bryson in my passion for 
English country walks and pubs. But as the saying 
goes, nostalgia isn’t what it used to be. The truth of 
the matter is that if Britain steps away from Europe, 
thinking it can compensate by creating an influential 
new international grouping of its own, it will find 
itself very lonely indeed." 

[6 Gareth Evans]

opp UK membership of the EU undermines British 
sovereignty. 

but

UK sovereignty would be compromised by 
the nature of agreements needed after exit. 
[5 Anatole Kaletsky] 

The conditions agreed by Norway and 
Switzerland are examples.

The U.K. Would be giving up influence of a powerful 
club by leaving the EU. [7 The Economist]

"Take the achievement of the UN Convention on the 
Rights of People with Disabilities. British diplomacy 
within the EU was instrumental in winning agreement 
in the UN – the first human rights convention ever 
signed by the EU itself. 

[51 Richard Howitt, MEP]

sup Cameron's agreement still leaves the UK 
subject to the European Court.

"The European Court is in charge of exactly the same 
things after the Government’s renegotiation as it was 
before, and it can bin concessions made to Cameron 
the day after we vote." 

[15 voteleavetakecontrol.org]

16 Marina Wheeler

17 voteleavetakecontrol.org

but

The UK is able to influence EU policy. The UK must remain proactively engaged. [20 CBI]

The UK would have much less influence 
on EU policy as non-member.

sup Closer integration is a goal of the EU. opp

There is little support among other EU 
member states for a federal system. but Closer integration to support 

the Eurozone is a possibility.

The integration measures adopted to date have not 
fundamentally affected the balance of advantages 
and disadvantages of membership or the level of UK 
influence. [20 CBI]

sup Decision-making in the EU largely resides with 
unelected officials. [38 Paul Keetch] opp

The proposed "red card" system will increase the 
power of national parliaments over EU laws. [37 ERS] but Further reforms are needed to increase democracy 

within EU institutions. [37 ERS]

The Tusk deal recognises that the UK "is not 
committed to further political integration into the 
European Union." [44 Prof Richard Rose]

but

The Tusk Deal may not be legally enforceable.

Conditions not included in the Lisbon Treaty are not 
legally binding. [46 Marina Wheeler]

The UK is seen as the third most influential country in 
the EU after Germany and France. [48 Lord Ashcroft 
Polls]

but

Brexit could cause the breakup of the UK.

Scotland might leave the UK and join the EU.

5 Anatole Kaletsky

7 The Economist

"An EU exit would give the governing Scottish 
National Party an overwhelming case for another 
referendum on independence. It's outcome would 
surely be the end of the union established in 1707. 
[28 Roger Cohen, INYT]

but

Britain gives up sovereignty in exchange for clout 
through its memberships of NATO, the IMF and 
other power-sharing, rule-setting institutions.

"Britain outside the EU would be on the sidelines: 
notionally independent from, but in fact still 
constrained by, rules it would have no role in 
formulating. It would be a purer but rather powerless 
sort of sovereignty." 

[7 The Economist]

"A final observation. Talk of foreigners imposing their will on Britain’s elected government is 
usually ... accompanied by a patriotic flourish: the assertion that, as one of world’s great 
economic, cultural and military powers, the country deserves to get its autonomy back and 
can make it on its own. But this chest-puffing diverges from the underlying sovereignty 
argument, which only works if, deep down, you think Britain a bit puny. Consider the trade-off: 
let foreigners have some influence over your country of 64m and in return receive quite a lot 
of influence over a union of more than 500m. When Eurosceptics only mention the first half of 
this bargain, they imply that Britain is too weedy to take advantage of the second. Which is 
odd, as the national strengths they otherwise celebrate give the country a tremendous ability 
to do so. Its diplomatic service, its global alliances, its language, its historical heft—not to 
mention the absence of a power similarly well positioned to exercise continental leadership—
all put it in a fantastic position to set the agenda in Brussels at those rare moments ... when it 
puts its mind to the task. The EU is Britain’s to run, if only it could overcome its insecurity about 
scary foreign bullies. In an interconnected and ineluctably integrated 21st century, it is that, far 
more than the Eurosceptics’ purity games, that is real sovereignty. " 

[10 The Economist]

The UK is a member of the Council of Europe, which 
formed the European Court of Human Rights. 
[18 Wikipedia]

opp

The cost of UK membership is too high. sup Britain spends £340 per household per year. opp The estimated benefit of EU membership is £3000 
per household per year. [11 The Economist]

Membership of the EU "has directly boosted the 
living standards of UK citizens". [20 CBI]

opp The estimated benefit of EU membership 
is an inference. [22 BBC] but

"Leaving aside the benefits of funding, the direct net 
budgetary cost of EU membership is the equivalent 
of around £116 per person each year. Even allowing 
for both the costs of membership of the EU club and 
the regulatory burden, the GDP boost as a result of 
the benefits of market access, capital and labour 
mobility dwarfs the UK’s membership fee." [20 CBI]

Every £1 contribution to the EU generates almost 
£10 in benefits in trade and lower costs. [49 Stronger 
In Europe]

The money could be better spent elsewhere.

sup The money saved by leaving the EU could spent on 
scientific research and new industries.

but Access to the EU single market requires payment for 
non-members as well as members.

opp The agreement negotiated between the EU and the 
U.K. Is essentially identical to previous agreements.

but
The difference in the number of words between two 
documents is not a valid measure for the similarity of 
their content.

"But new research by Vote Leave has revealed that 
this deal will only make a 1% change to the Treaties." 
[14 voteleavetakecontrol.org]

opp

The UK could negotiate trading terms after leaving.

but

The UK would be negotiating from a position of 
weakness.

"Britain would need to negotiate access to the 
European single market for its service industries, 
whereas EU manufacturers would automatically 
enjoy virtually unlimited rights to sell whatever they 
wanted in Britain under global World Trade 
Organization rules." [5 Anatole Kaletsky]

"…  it would be extremly hard or even impossible to 
negotiate this in an atmosphere, post-Brexit, that 
would hardly be a warm one." [11 The Economist]

"He [Philip Hammond, UK Foreign Secretary] said 
there was no guarantee the UK could reach a deal 
within the two year limit, and talks could drag on for 
many years because there would be no goodwill 
from member states to help the UK get a deal." [24 
BBC]

"nAsked if she [Erna Solberg, Norwegian PM] 
thought Britain could retain access to the single 
market without being subject to free movement of 
people, she said: \"To believe you'll get everything 
you want without giving something back does not 
happen in any political body." [24 BBC]

The EU would have motivation to impose harsh 
terms as an incentive to dissuade other countries 
from leaving. [7 The Economist]

but

Norway and Switzerland are not members of the EU.

Need to add material on why they are not 
members… 

These countries have signed restrictive agreements 
to gain access to the Single Market.

"Among the conditions accepted by Norway and 
Switzerland that the EU would surely regard as non-
negotiable are four that completely negate the 
political objectives of Brexit. Norway and Switzerland 
must abide by all EU single market standards and 
regulations, without any say in their formulation. They 
agree to translate all relevant EU laws into their 
domestic legislation without consulting domestic 
voters. They contribute substantially to the EU 
budget. And they must accept unlimited EU 
immigration, resulting in a higher share of EU 
immigrants in the Swiss and Norwegian populations 
than in the UK." [5 Anatole Kaletsky]

Sup

The EU demands a big payment to its budget from 
Norway and Switzerland as a condition of access.

The EU demands free movement of labour from 
Norway and Switzerland as a condition of access.

sup The UK should focus on increasing global free trade. 
[38 Paul Keetch] Opp The EU is building free trade relationships outside 

member countries.

The EU has agreements with Norway and 
Switzerland.

Wikipedia reports over 30 FTA's in force and 20+ 
provisional agreements. [42 Wikipedia] 

The EU is negotiating a free trade agreement with 
Japan. [41 EU-Japan (also 40)]

"The truth is, we won't copy any other country's deal. 
We will have a settlement on our own terms - and 
one that will return control of our borders, and 
money to Britain. That's the safer choice." [24 Ian 
Duncan Smith]

but
Potential partners in free trade agreements would 
look less favourably on the UK, if it were not part of 
the EU. [20 CBI]

The EU needs British trade more 
than the other way round.

"What is forgotten is that the EU needs an agreement 
just as much as we do. Britain would have its own 
arrangement suited to our circumstances." [23 
Norman Lamont]

but
None of the options for new agreements offers aan 
improved balance of advantage and disadvantage. 
[20 CBI]

sup

Any agreement with the EU would require free 
movement of labour.

Any agreement with the EU would include a 
payment for access.

but

The EU takes almost half Britain's exports, whereas 
Britain takes less than 10% of the EU's.

The British trade deficit is mostly with the Germans 
and Spanish, not with the other 25 countries that 
would have to agree on a new trade deal. [7 The 
Economist]

opp UK business suffers from over-
regulation from the EU.

but

The OECD  has compared the extent of regulation in 
product and labour markets among its members and 
finds that Britain is among the least regulated 
countries in Europe. [11 The Economist]

OECD Chart

but

Common standards are an advantage to business.

... over half of CBI member companies (52%) say that 
they have directly benefitted from the introduction of 
common standards, with only 15% suggesting this 
had had a negative impact. [20 CBI]

UK exporters avoid tariffs and red 
tape as a result of EU membership.

Brexit would require some businesses to take 
licences or incorporate in multiple EU member 
states.

Payment and money transfer companies would need 
to take additional licenses and incorporate in EU 
countries. 

[32 Venture Beat]

but

The impact of EU legislation is less than perceived.

According to the House of Commons Library, 
between 1997 and 2009 6.8% of UK primary 
legislation (Statutes) and 14.1% of secondary 
legislation (Statutory Instruments) had a role in 
implementing EU obligations, ranging from passing 
reference to explicit implementation. [20 CBI]

In the absence of EU legislation, the UK would 
probably have to introduce its own legislation in 
certain areas.

The REACH Directive for the safe disposal of 
chemicals. [20 CBI]

sup Poorly thought-out and costly EU legislation has had 
a negative impact on UK businesses. 

52% of businesses believe that, were the UK to leave 
the EU, the overall burden of regulation on their 
business would fall. [20 CBI]

but Much of the legislative burden is from UK legislation 
not EU

He [George Osbsorne] said many of the rules and 
regulations companies were unhappy about were 
from UK legislation rather than European law. 
[29 BBC]

sup UK membership of the EU increases 
the stability of the region.

sup

Brexit would create years of uncertainty.

Post-Brexit activity would divert attention and 
resources from  other problems. [4 Carl Bildt]

sup

Without the UK, the EU's ability to pull its global 
weight would be weakened.

A weakened EU would decrease security for the EU 
and the UK. [7 The Economist]

"We should be in no doubt that a Brexit would be an 
event of major politico-strategic importance. The 
departure from the EU of its second largest country, 
the world’s fifth largest economy, (with France) the 
only EU country with effective armed forces, and a 
major force in the EU with outward looking 
economic, trade and foreign policies could not fail to 
seriously weaken the remaining EU. In a world of 
rising big battalions alongside the US, China, India 
and other emerging powers, it would reduce the 
voice in the world of Europe as a whole, including 
Britain." 

[39 Sir Brian Crowe]

"It [the EU] remains the world's most boring, 
important miracle. A British departure, at a time, 
when Vladimir Putin is trying by all means to 
undermine a fragile Union, would be a geopolitical 
disaster."

[28 Roger Cohen, INYT]

"The paramount case for being in is the political case 
for peace and security. The Community opens 
windows on the world for us that since the war have 
been closing.” 

Margaret Thatcher [39 Brexit Vote Blog]

sup NATO would be weakened by Brexit. 
[39 Sir Brian Crowe]

opp Security from terrorism would be improved by Brexit.

but No evidence has been presented to support the 
claim that security would be improved,

Not that I have come across yet

“I think overall our national security is strengthened if 
we are able to make the decisions that we need and 
the alliances that we believe in outside the current 
structures of the European Union.”

[33 Michael Gove]

sup UK membership of the EU has produced benefits in 
areas other than trade and economy.

sup

The UK’s ability to combat international wildlife crime 
and the illegal trade of animal parts will be 
“diminished” if we leave the EU. 
[36 Rory Stewart, Environment Minister]

sup Brexit will damage science and research.

"Investment in science is as important for the long-
term prosperity and security of the UK as investment 
in infrastructure projects, farming or manufacturing; 
and the free movement of scientists is as important 
for science as free trade is for market economics."

[47 Stephen Hawking]

sup
Brexit could undermine the 
rights of disabled people. 
[51 Richard Howitt MEP]

sup

The EU has added legal protections 
for disabled people.

There is no guarantee that the UK parliament would 
implement legislation to replace them all.

sup
UK membership of the EU has improved 
environmental protections.
[53 John Sauven]

In 2013, the EU voted to restrict the use of pesticides 
linked t the decline of the bee population.

A study led by the University of Leeds has found that 
about 80,000 deaths are prevented each year due to 
the introduction of European Union (EU) policies and 
new technologies to reduce air pollution.
[54 Science Daily]

opp The opponents of Brexit are scaremongering. 

but The supporters of Brexit are fantasy-mongering.

sup Not all 3 million jobs connected to EU economic 
activity would be put at risk. but Brexit campaigners offer no assurances 

about the impact on jobs.

sup UK membership of the EU is politically beneficial. 

opp

UK membership of the EU requires the Government 
to implement laws prescribed by the EU.

but The UK electoral system does not fairly 
represent the views of the UK electorate.

20% of votes (Lib Dem and UKIP) resulted 
in 1.2% of parliamentary seats.

sup

The UK cannot change the rate of VAT.

but The UK could reduce the 
current VAT rate of 20%. 

"… but whoever is in Government in 
London cannot remove or reduce VAT…

[2. Michael Gove]

The EU minimum rate for VAT is set to 15%

These laws are designed by unelected officials over 
whom there is little direct control. [2 Michael Gove]

sup
Britain's membership of the EU gives it more 
influence than it would otherwise have. 
[10 The Economist]
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